
Portuguese Educational System 



 

Nursery 
Education 

 (3-5)  

Compulsory 
Education 

 (6-18) 



 

General Education 

1. Kindergarten (3 years) 

2. Primary Education (4 years) 

3. 2th Cycle (2 years) 

4. 3th Cycle (3 years) 

5. Secondary Education (3 years) 



 

Subjects: 
 

Physical Education 

Drama 

Arts 

Maths 

English 

Music 

ICT 
 



Hours per week: 25 (minimum) 

Schedule: 8h45 to 12h30 and 14h to 16h30 

Compulsory 

subjects 

 

 Portuguese 

  English 

  Maths 

 Music 

 Arts 

Enviroment studies 

 Drama 

 Physical Education 

 ICT 

Citizenship Education 

National exams: 4th grade: 

• Maths and Portuguese Language 



Compulsory 

subjects 

 

 Portuguese 

 English 

 Maths 

 Music 

 Drama 

 Physical Education 

 Geography 

 Science 

 History 

 ICT 

 Citizenship Education 

National exams: 6th grade: 

• Maths and Portuguese Language 

Hours per week: 25 (minimum) 



Compulsory 

subjects 

 

 Portuguese 

Spanish 

 English 

 Maths 

 Music 

Physics 

Chemistry 

 Drama 

 Physical Education 

 Geography 

 Science 

 History 

 ICT 

 Citizenship Education 

National exams: 9th grade: 

• Maths and Portuguese Language 



 
Students can choose one of these 

areas: 

 

• Sciences and Technologies 

• Economics 

• Humanities 

• Visual Arts 
 

National exams: 11th and 12th grade: 

• Portuguese Language and Maths and more 2 

subjects depending on the area. 
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Vocational Education 

Secondary 

 Compulsory Education (from 2009) 
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